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which killed them near a hundred men. This being
a perfect surprise to them, they halted; and just at
that moment they received orders from their main
body to retreat; the king at the same time appear-
ing upon some small heights in their rear, which
obliged them to think of retreating, or coming to a
general battle, which was none of their design.

I had no occasion to follow them, not being in a
condition to attack their whole body; but the
dragoons coming out into the common, gave them
another volley at a distance, which reached them
effectually; for it killed about twenty of them, and
wounded more; but they drew off, and never fired
a shot at us, fearing to be enclosed between two
parties, and so marched away to their general's
quarters, leaving ten or twelve more of their fellows
killed, and about a hundred and eighty horses.
Our men, after the country fashion, gave them a
shout at parting, to let them see we knew they were
afraid of us.

However, this relieving of Gloucester raised the
spirits as well as the reputation of the parliament
forces, and was a great defeat to us ; and from this
time things began to look with a melancholy aspect;
for the prosperous condition of the king's aifairs
began to decline. The opportunities he had let
slip were never to be recovered; and the par-
liament, in their former extremity, having voted an
invitation to the Scots to march to their assistance,
we had now new enemies to encounter; and indeed
there began the ruin of his majesty's affairs; for the
earl of Newcastle, not able to defend himself against
the Scots on his rear, the earl of Manchester in his
front, and sir Thomas Fairfax on his flank, was
everywhere routed and defeated, and his forces
obliged to quit the field to the enemy.

About this time it was that we first began to hear
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